HEADTEACHER’S BULLETIN
April 2024 Edition

Dear Parents/Carers,

Working at our school, with your children, is a joy! Every day our Ocklynge leaners are happy in their
learning, smiling and pleased to be at school. We are well supported by our parent/carer community,
and it is fantastic to see so many of you at our termly Open Events, concerts and assemblies,
supporting your children. Your interest, continued support, regular attendance and your enjoyment
and opportunity to share and celebrate with us, are so important to the children (and our staff!) and
I’'m so happy that all events are well appreciated.

May is an interesting time for schools, and in the next month our Year 6 children will sit their Statutory
Assessment Tests (SATs). Whilst these are vitally important for children, certainly to prepare them
for their next step into secondary education, they are just a snapshot of four years of hard work.

Year 6 children will sit tests in reading, spelling, grammar and punctuation and maths over the week
beginning May 13",

Staff and children have worked hard in throughout their four years with us, and we will do our utmost
to ensure all of the children are well supported during this apprehensive time and are held as
beneficially as possible for our amazing children. If you have any concerns about your child(ren)
during this time then, of course, please contact us — the class teacher in the first instance.

Our OPAL Programme continues to be an incredible experience for all of our learners at break times
here at Ocklynge. The new, huge, and popular sandpit is a joy to behold! Often, there are over thirty
children playing in it, building castles, or burying each other — safely and under supervision! The tyre
swings are always occupied, and many dens are under construction across the grounds, allowing the
children to enjoy the vast outdoor space we have here.

This is so important to us and the children, the chance to be outside and enjoying the ‘great
outdoors’. In a world where play is now not as easy to access (screens: mobiles and tablets, gaming
facilities: DS’, PlayStations, the Xbox, to name but a few!) we need to provide space, time, and
opportunities for the children to learn social skills, enjoy themselves and spark appreciation for the
environment, and have time to be off task and just ‘be a child’.
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This is what OPAL is providing for our learners here at Ocklynge, and we continue to be hugely
proud of this area of development — we are not done yet!

Watch this space as #Phase2 unfolds (updates will follow via our school news and social platforms).
We’ve also made press with our OPAL initiative, both in print and online, see link to article here :
Ocklynge Junior School introduce their exciting new play initiative, OPAL Play Programme! |
YourWorld (nationalworld.com)

As summer approaches, we are beginning to plan for our new intake families ready for September.
Currently, nearly 200 local children in infant schools have been offered their place here at
#TeamOcklynge for Year 3. We are excited for them all to join our school family and are currently in
our local feeder infant schools, meeting the children and their current teachers and planning for their
transition events in June and July.

As you may know from our social media pages and various activities during the school year, we are
proud, as a school, to be supporting local charity, 'Children with Cancer Fund'.

On Saturday 25" May the Eastbourne Carnival will be back and, this year, our school community
have been invited by the CWCF charity, to take part in the procession on their float. This year’'s
theme is 'into the wild - so all things animal/jungle/bright & cheerful.

Ocklynge have had a ‘focused’ group, with SEND team guidance, undertaking some decorations by
our SEND children and what a fantastic job they have all done. As you may know, this is a
community event, celebrated locally each year and we hope that our families will join us on the day of
the Carnival, all are welcome. Details were previously provided via Edulink, but please click on the
link below to register you/your families interest, and we will add you to the list of families that we
will contact next week to firm up arrangements for the day. We hope to see you there.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=j7|jKPtdTYKkWAUCQEVYaCiAZqYFffPwRNna
dy2KDnFWpUMFgOSUwWOR1pKM1dSVO1RTiNJO1UWTEXYMidu

Finally, may | take the opportunity to wish you all an enjoyable bank holiday weekend, the first for
May! | hope all of our leaners have the chance to relax and enjoy time with family and friends.
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We look forward to welcoming the children back on Tuesday next week.

Paul Reilly
Headteacher
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