HEADTEACHER’S BULLETIN
June 2024 Edition

Dear Parents/Carers,

It seems unconceivable that we are now in the final term of the academic year, but they do say that
time flies when you are having fun! As usual, the next few weeks are set to be incredibly busy.

Earlier this term, we returned from our Year 6 residential visit to Ashford. We accompanied 170
children on the three-day visit. Activities included Jacob’s Ladder (Climbing), Leap of Faith (more
climbing up high), fire building, shelter construction, buggy-construction, and other outdoor
adventures. This was a new venture and location for the school and I’'m very happy to report that it
was a successful one. Our children were, as ever, impeccably behaved, motivated and excited to be
out in the open. We will return with next year’s Year 6 cohort (our current Year 5’s) in 2025; although
let us not wish the time away too speedily!

Our end of Term 5 parent open events saw many of you experiencing OPAL (our play programme) in
action at school. Many parents made hugely positive comments about how play has been
transformed at school. They stated how play was so important and that OPAL has given our children
back the opportunity just to ‘be children’ at school. Every day our children are able to play on the tyre
swings, in the large sand pit, table football, build dens and have fun on the go-carts and scooters.

We held our welcome event for those parents and children joining us in Year 3 in September. Today,
we have welcomed 160 new children to our Ocklynge family, and at the meeting we explored the
many opportunities that we can afford them. Now that OPAL allows children to play with other year
groups at breaktime, we are sure that our new children will soon be familiar, safe, and comfortable
with their new surroundings and peers.

It has been a joy to see our new children come in this morning, ready and raring to learn, and explore
their new classrooms and meet their new teachers, other peers and supporting staff. We are certain
that they will all enjoy their two days of transition with us, both inside and outside of the classroom.
Transition provides a valuable ‘settling in” environment, ready to hit the ground running come
September. Well done to all of our new learners for settling in so nicely today, we all look forward to
supporting them in their next educational milestone with us here at Ocklynge.
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With new beginnings come sad farewells, and at the end of Term 6 we will see 210 children leave us
for the start of their secondary careers; many off to our trust secondary school, #TeamRatton. There
is still a great deal for the current Year 6 learners to prepare for, and they too have begun their
secondary transition today. We wish them the very best of luck and look forward to hearing how they
have all got on.

Continuing with Year 6, SATS results will arrive back at school over the next couple of weeks. Year 6
will present their ‘Learning Museum’ to you all this month, which will be a formal celebration of all
their hard work and learning from across the year. Finally, their Year 6 leaving party is also in full
preparation and we are sure they will all have a great time, ready to celebrate their time with us here
at #TeamOcklynge!

Finally, last month saw the unveiling of a memorial chair for our late colleague, Andy Gietzen, who
sadly passed last year. Mr. Gietzen was a pupil here and taught at our school for many years. The
chair is a beautifully crafted natural wood ‘storytelling chair’, which our learners from across the year
groups will be able to enjoy and spend time sharing and listening to stories either alone or with
adults. Two side benches are also in position to allow small groups to gather and enjoy quiet time
together. We have already seen many of our children making use of this lovely space and know that
it will continue to be enjoyed by our current and new children.

At the end of last term we all said goodbye to Hazel form our school kitchen, ready for her to enjoy
her retirement. Hazel had worked at the Ocklynge since 1989, a lifetime! The Year 6 children had
the opportunity to say, ‘thank you’ and ‘farewell’ in an all-year group assembly, where Hazel was
presented with cards and gifts from the children and colleagues, which she greatly appreciated.
Hazel probably served many of you as children if you came to Ocklynge. In her time, Hazel had
overseen 8000 children at school and served probably 2 million meals! She will be greatly missed by
staff and children here and we wish her all the very best for her future retirement.

Once again, | hope that all of our new learners and those in Year 6 undertaking their transition this
week have a successful and enjoyable time. We look forward to spending this last term with those
still with us and welcoming those joining us in the new academic year. A huge thank you to all of the
staff here and our learners from across the year groups for their continued hard work and efforts this
term, we hope they all enjoy their last stint of this academic year. | will report in to you all one last
time at the end of this month, at which time we shall all be ready for the summer holidays to begin!

Wishing you all the very best for the rest of this term.

P
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Paul Reilly
Headteacher
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