
Ocklynge Junior School, Victoria Drive, Eastbourne BN20 8XN

01323 725839  offi ce@ocklynge.co.uk  www.ocklynge.co.uk

 

 

Headteacher’s Bulletin – Term 1 to date 

September 2024     

Dear Parents/Carers,  

It is amazing to be back in school, running normal routines and watching the children flourish in 
classes.  Despite a longer term, the children are doing a great job at keeping up the momentum of 
enthusiasm for their learning and following school expectations.  
 
Our new Year 3 children have settled incredibly well and have already negotiated their way around 
school, built good relationships and learned how to respond to learning in the classrooms.  They are 
a delightful year group, and we love having them as part of the school family.  They are focusing their 
learning around using maps and satellite photos to identify places and even create their own maps!   
 
We hope that the curriculum letters sent to parents earlier last month are giving you the information 
to know what is being taught in school.  These are also available on the school website here: 
https://www.ocklynge.co.uk/curriculum/our-curriculum.   

 
For our new families, please note that these curriculum letters are sent periodically, and we hope that 
it will give you all a chance to keep up to date with the learning that your children are undertaking 
throughout the course of the year.    
 
Each half term, every class will invite parents to an Open Event to share the learning going on in 
class.  The children may share their books, it could be a creative workshop or even a performance.  
Each teacher will remind parents near to their respective year groups event, which are all being held 
towards the end of this month before we break up for end of term one.  As ever, we will try to be 
sympathetic to those of you with twins in school and hope not to always clash with the other twin’s 
class.   
 
For our new families, the end of term Open Events are a great opportunity to meet your class peer-
parents, continue your new relationship with the teacher team and, of course, look at the fantastic 
work that all of your children have been doing since starting with us here at Ocklynge.   
 
We continued with Ocklynge renovations over the summer.  Most Year 5 classrooms have been 
redecorated and rearranged. Displays, teaching boards and necessary items have been 
repositioned.  A major update to our technology was done and the Theatre was recarpeted and 
redecorated.  The school looks fresh and modern and ready to welcome prospective families and 
their children, ready for our information open morning and evening events this coming November in 
readiness – unbelievably - for next year’s new intake!   
 
This year, as a school, we will refocus on the teaching of reading.  Our end of Key Stage SATs 
results were strong for last year, and we want to keep that momentum up and continue to encourage 
a love of reading and ability for all of our children here.   
 
In support of this, we will soon be holding reading workshops for all year groups and this information, 
if it hasn’t already, will be released to you soon.  Please do come along if you can and see how 
important reading is and how you can support your children at home to do well. 
 

 

 

https://www.ocklynge.co.uk/curriculum/our-curriculum
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This term, as ever, has been a busy one and we have much to look forward to over the course of term 
two. However, I just want to reflect on some ‘stand-out’ moments this term, being: - 
 

- Our OPAL Open Event for our parent/carer community.  What a well-attended event this was, 
thank you all for coming.  We hope you enjoyed the event and learnt a little something about 
the importance of play here at Ocklynge and the wonderful impact it has had on our children 
and their classroom learning and behaviour.  You will all now have received your first ‘Play 
Bulletin’ which will be circulated across the year to keep you up to date with all of the fantastic 
implementations and new equipment that will be introduced over the course of this academic 
year.  Watch this space!  
 

- Our Year 6 children took a trip to our trust secondary school this term, Ratton School, all in 
the name of science!  The children enjoyed working in a large science lab, meeting trust staff 
who helped support some of the learning and, generally, taking the opportunity to enjoy the 
facilities and offerings of our trust secondary school colleagues.  The children, as ever, were 
impeccably behaved and enjoyed their science lesson down the hill!  
 

- Our newly formed #TeamOcklynge football teams following their trials, had the opportunity to 
represent the school at a recent tournament organised by Bedes School for local teams.  Both 
teams did us proud and we are looking forward to seeing how they progress this season.  
Further on the football front, our teams represented at the Premier League Primary Stars 
qualifiers, and I am thrilled to share that our girls team made it through.  Watch this space for 
more updates later in the year.   
 

- We welcomed external visitors (one being Ocklynge alumni no less!) from Blue Heart’s ‘SUDs 
in Schools’ Project, which saw 63 of our children from across the year group take part.  The 
project focused on teaching the children about the importance of looking after our water and 
how we can all contribute to saving water both at school and at home.  We had some great 
feedback from the team, who told us that our children were ‘engaging, polite and enthusiastic 
to learn’.   
 

- We held our annual Harvest Festival Assembly this week and welcomed into school Ian from 
Eastbourne’s Foodbank, as well as our local vicar from St Elisabeth’s, Revd. David.  David 
spoke to the children about Harvest and Ian shared with the children about how their 
donations and offerings will have great impact on our local community and supporting ‘those 
in need’.  Thank you to all our families for your generosity and continued support, it is very 
much appreciated.  
 

- A big thank you goes to our PTA team who held a Quiz Night this term, which was well 
attended.  I was proud to hear that our staff team won, good job!  
 

For all of our school news this month and for full details of the events and photos, please do check 
out our school social media platforms which we keep up to date every month across the year.  Our 
news delivers updates on pertinent events and a showcase of school achievements, but also 
highlights special achievements that are extra-curricular and shared by our families across our 
community.   
 
If you don’t already and just to highlight to our new families of Year 3, please do follow our school 
social platforms which are shared with you at the end of each month.  We welcome you to share your 
child’s personal achievements with us outside of school too, giving us a chance to celebrate special 
efforts and achievements in school with the team and other children.   
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Coming up this month… 

 
- PTA Event – School Disco (details sent home via Edulink & shared on our social platforms).  

- Trust staff charity event, staff from both schools running Beachy Head Marathon events in 

support of our #CharityChampions and partners at Children With Cancer Fund (fundraising 

link sent via Edulink & shared on our social platforms).  

- The Premier League Albion Finals.  Watch this space for updates on our school news!  

- Reading Workshops, mentioned above – across year groups (details sent via Edulink).  

- Parent Open Events – across year groups (details sent via Edulink).  

 
Wishing you all a good rest of term.  I look forward to seeing you in school at one of our events very 
soon.  As ever, should you wish to catch up with me then you can find me on the school gates at both 
drop off and pick up times.    
 
I wish all of our children a restful half term break when we get there and an extended ‘thank you’ for all 
their efforts this first term back to school, well done.  
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Reilly  
Headteacher  


