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Headteacher’s Bulletin — Term 2/ End of Year
December 2024

Dear Parents/Carers of Ocklynge,

What a very busy and long autumn term it has been! As we move close towards the Christmas break
and 2025, it is a good time to reflect on all we have achieved together.

As you all know, the content of our November Ofsted inspection was a delight to read. The children
of Ocklynge deserve the very best education we can provide, and our outcome reflects our continued
commitment to this. The report was a true reflection of the many changes we have made to both
teaching and learning here at Ocklynge.

Needless to say, | am very proud of the team here and the firm foundation that we shall continue to
build upon both for our current and future learners of Ocklynge.

With learning in mind, our parent Open Events have been well attended throughout this year and are
still occurring across the school this last week. Thanks to all those parents that continue to engage
with these events, it is much appreciated by both staff and, of course, our children who enjoy nothing
more than sharing their classroom work and activities with you all.

Our Year 3 children have worked incredibly hard in rehearsals for their Nativity production. Their
first performance this morning was bursting with supporting parents, grandparents, aunties, uncles
and siblings. Thank you all for coming, we hope you enjoyed yourselves and it got you all in the
festive spirit.

Separately, our Ocklynge choir have performed across the town and last Sunday evening it was a
personal joy to hear them sing carols to the congregation of St Elisabeth’s Church. Well done to
them all.

Our OPAL play offering was assessed by the OPAL organisation last week, and Ocklynge has
gained its ‘Platinum status’. It is estimated to take schools up to 4 academic years to achieve this
level, but we have achieved it in one! A testament to the play team, staff and our supporting
community. Thank you all. This accolade indicates that the play experience at our school is in the
top 1% of all schools nationally — amazing!

Our school has hosted a few visitors this term. Surrounding local schools have visited to view OPAL
in operation, an opportunity to share our best practice and spark enthusiasm for the program in our
local area.

Our school parliament children have been visited by our local MP, Josh Babarinde OBE, who gave
an insight into democracy and the power of influencing change. Parliament is currently exploring
how to install changing cubicles into the school ‘OckPool’, their continued dedication is a testament to
them all.

Brighton and Hove Albion Gully’s Squad group held a session on healthy eating and the importance
of being active, which our children enjoyed greatly.
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We hosted our annual Open events, including several tours for next year’s prospective Year 3
children and their parents. All tours were busy and visiting parents were very complimentary about
your children and their behaviour around school.

We were, very recently, visited by Elizabeth Funge, Assistant Director Education for East Sussex,
who came to congratulate us on the recent inspection and our glowing Ofsted outcome.

SUDS (Sustainable Drainage Designs, part of the Blue Heart Sussex charity) held a day workshop
for some of our learners and will soon install raised beds for rainwater drainage so their curiosities
and learning can continue and develop.

Thank you to all of our visitors across 2024, your support and time is always greatly appreciated by
myself and the staff here. We are most thankful for all of the opportunities that these visits present to
our children here at Ocklynge, your continued support in 2025 will be very welcome.

In sporting matters, it has been another successful year so far. Our boys’ and girls’ team both won
the local Eastbourne schools Swimming Gala. Our girls’ football team have again qualified for the
National Premier League finals, representing local premier team Brighton and Hove Albion Football
Club, which will be played in May. Our representing Cross Country runners have qualified for the
Sussex regional finals. All amazing achievements, well done to them all.

Thank you all for continuing to share and engage with our school news, an opportunity for us to
continue to celebrate our learner achievements across our community. The trust’s continued mission
to #AchieveSuccessTogether encompasses the power of positivity and the ability to share and
celebrate achievements across our family of schools. Please do continue to share achievements
outside of school with the trust's PR/Comms Lead (lhamblin@sdlt.org.uk), who will continue to share
these across or school news each month for everyone to enjoy.

Well done to all our learners that achieved both inside and outside of school, be it in charitable
efforts, extra-curricular activities, musically, sporting or otherwise! keep up the hard work. | look
forward to seeing what they all go on to achieve next year.

Finally, this term we say a fond farewell and good luck to two of our teachers. Both Ms Jenny Rolf
and Mrs Jessy Wilson will leave us to follow new opportunities in the new year. They have both
taught at our school for over a decade each and we say a sad goodbye and big ‘Thank You’ to them
both.

This leaves me to wish you all a very Merry Christmas. | wish all of our children here at Ocklynge a
happy Christmas, enjoy this magical time all together and we look forward to welcoming them back in
the new year.

Finally, please take the opportunity to read some of our Year 6 children’s words around the theme of
‘Journey’ this festive season. Looking at times of present and then that into the future (year 2054).
Poignant and well considered messages from our ever-thoughtful children. Well done to them all.
With my very best wishes,

Kind regards,

y

Paul Reilly
Headteacher
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‘Journey’ — Festive Theme at St Elisabeth’s this year, which our Year 6 children
explored together: -

Daisy Year 6

2024

2024 all we want is more.

2024 why do we lure all our children in with your schemes by sending meme to meme.
2024 from a beep to a buzz a buzz to a beep,

2024 why do we ignore....

We have beautiful trees, wonderful ponds to fantastic seas,
Why do we take away a young girl’s imagination.

Goodbye wands, hello phones.

Why do we take away a young boy’s imagination.
Goodbye superman hello Fortnite and FIFA.

2024 why do we ignore....

The terrific trees and super seas.

2024 who do you please?

2054
2054 is peace, trees and animals

Muhammed year 6

2024

2024 is a great and modern generation in many different ways. However, 2024 also needs
improvement on some irritable circumstances. As of today, there are problems with racism,
poverty, kidnapping, robbing, wars etc. People in some cases do not allow people from
different countries, face colour and cultures to blend in with them.

| like to say this funny term “different fruits make a better smoothie” this is to say that people
with differences don’t matter as the people blend in with the locals like different fruits
together to make the smoothie.

Kidnapping and robbery is a common bad habit which people steal stuff and even the person
asks for money, which is deeply depressing and disappointing.

Poverty is a problem in which people who are rich don’t donate to give the poor something.

Last but certainly not least we have wars. Countries worldwide want to rule bigger lands and
when that country says no an unpleasant gift comes....war!
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| think that all the problems mentioned in 2024 should be fixed by 2054 because 30 years’ time
iIs more than enough time to fix these problems. | feel like the world will be much more of a
paradise if these problems are promptly and confidently finished.

Also, other problems should be fixed as well. Starting from today improvements should be
made regularly regarding this and people should join and work on improving all these problems
and people should also be sensible in the future.

Livia year 6

2024

Our world now

In our world now

We have war, famine and hunger,

Racism is hurtful to people who are black or from a different culture

We mistreat people by what we believe, not from what we have seen.

There are guns and bombs and refugees,

Global warming, pollution are the biggest problems because of our world now.

2054

Maybe in the future

Maybe in our future the wars will be over,

Maybe there is no litter

Maybe global warming will be over

And our world will be calmer

No more hunger, war or racism,

No more people on the streets

But no one can predict the future, but you can help change it!
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