HEADTEACHER’S BULLETIN
January (to date) 2025 Edition

Dear Parents/Carers,

January has vanished in a flash here at school. Children have returned to learning incredibly calmly
and have again made us all very proud of them.

Classrooms are abuzz with exciting learning, whether it be about: renewable energy, why Antarctica
is a desert, the difference between weather and climate or what does it mean to eat local? Our year
group open events at the end of this term (soon upon us! Communication already sent at the
beginning of term via Edulink, reminder will be added to the weekly parent bulletin) will, as ever,
celebrate the learning in each class and it is always heartwarming to see so many parents attend
these events.

As you may know, | undertake several gate duties across the school each week in the mornings. I'm
always concerned at the number of cars that stop on the yellow zig zags outside of the gates. These
Zig-zags do not mean ‘No Parking’' they mean ‘KEEP CLEAR’, or quite simply, don’t stop on them.
We are trying to protect your children and a couple of near misses have occurred. Parents also
report people driving quickly at corners near to Baldwin Avenue or Farlaine Road. Please remember
to drive slowly near school, for the safety of your own child(ren) and others. Thank you.

Here at Ocklynge we were recently visited by a member of the Regional DfE Director’s Office last
week. | must say, it was a joy to tour Mr. Walls around our outstanding school. We saw several
lessons in both Year 3 and Year 6 and the children were, unsurprisingly, amazing. We (Mr Wallis
and 1) had discussions with children around the difference between a virus and bacteria, how tall the
wind farm turbines are at Polegate, and how much the children enjoy reading at school.

Mr. Wallls left with a very positive image of our school and how well our children are doing here at
Ocklynge. | myself left that day feeling particularly proud of the children and staff; it's good to take
time to reflect and take stock of all of the hard work we have all achieved together.

The New Year has continued to bring #TeamOcklynge more sporting success. Our girls’ football
team have again excelled and now will play in the Premier League Primary Stars tournament
representing Brighton & Hove Albion. This is the second year in succession, a huge well done to
them all. We are currently holding a fundraiser for the girls and, if you choose to, you can contribute
by clicking the LINK HERE: Fundraiser by Jacob Clay : Premier League Primary Stars 2025 —
Kit Funding!. Watch this space for more on this event, nearer the finals which will be held at a
Premier League ground in May — exciting!
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In other news, over 30 of our Year 5 children took part in Ratton’s (our trust secondary school at
South Downs Learning Trust) production of ‘A Night at The Musicals’ at local theatre, The Royal
Hippodrome, very recently. All children performed professionally and sang songs from the musical
Matilda, beautifully. Again, we are very proud at how well they did and how they represented our
school to the community. It should also be said, how impressed our staff (and attending children
from Year 5) were when attending Ratton’s production matinee. The talent on display was, quite
frankly, exceptional and we want to congratulate Performing Arts staff at Ratton for their hard work
and, of course, their cast members. A huge well done to all!

Press (with mention of our own Year 5 children) LINK HERE: Ratton School proudly reflects on
this vear's school production - ‘A Night At The Musicals'!

Finally in terms of events this month and very recently, our Year 6 children experienced a ‘VR’
bikeability session and our Year 5 children have been out on the roads around school last week
learning about road safety whilst riding their bikes. We continue to offer many experiences to
children outside of the more usual school curriculum offer, as this helps develop the ‘whole child’ and
enriches what it means to be a pupil at our school.

Later this term, on the last day in fact, local author Jenny McLachlan will visit our school with her new
novel ‘Dragon Riders of Roar’. Jenny used to be a pupil at our school, so it is great to welcome her
as alumni and for her to meet our children here at Ocklynge currently. By allowing our children to
experience new opportunities such as these, we firmly believe that we could unlock the next
Children’s Laureate, Olympic gymnast or even the next Ed Sheeran! Who knows...

Also, for your amusement when next visiting school, just outside of the Theatre, within school, |
regularly display quirky items in ‘The Ocklynge Museum’. Currently there are photos of the current
Year 3 block being built (c. 1989), old classes and teams from the 1980s (fantastic hairstyles on
display and dress of the times!) and a weird games machine called a PS2 (because believe it or not,
these are classed as ‘weird’ and ‘old’ by our children). These are to encourage curiosity and
questions. If you are an ex-pupil, pop in, take a look at The Museum and see if you recognize old
teachers, friends or even yourself!

If you’re an alumni/ex-pupil and have something Ocklynge related you’d like to gift or, if you have

gone on to achieve something that our children might like to hear about then do contact the trust’s
PR/Communications Lead, Mrs L Hamblin, who might wish to speak with you for our school news.
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Finally, we have released our ‘OPAL Blog’ to our community, which you can enjoy here: LINK HERE:
OPAL PLAY AT #TEAM OCKLYNGE — Ratton School, Eastbourne — Blog Life!

Thank you to Mrs Bode and our partaking children who, as you'll see from the video within the Blog,
have represented us and the benefits of the programme beautifully. This Blog will follow on school
news and will be sent to neighboring local schools, especially to those that have visited and have
wanted to learn more about OPAL. We believe that OPAL will also utilise on their website,
highlighting our ‘Platinum’ status and all that we have achieved over the last 12-18 months. Please
read and enjoy!

| wish you all a very happy and positive rest of term, we look forward to welcoming you all into school
again very soon.
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Paul Reilly
Headteacher
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