Headteacher Bulletin
March 2025 Edition

Dear Parents & Carers,

Unbelievably the spring term has ended. It seems only a moment ago we were breaking for the
December break and now the summer is allegedly upon us! The last twelve weeks have been busy
ones, with so much to acknowledge and celebrate across school.

This Term

After less than a year, Ocklynge has been awarded Platinum status for our provision of OPAL at
school. This normally takes between four or five years to gain, we have ‘Aced’ it! The children have
the option to play sport, engage in small world play, build dens, play in mud kitchens, climb trees or
the climbing wall, dress up, play football, draw, get involved in water play or ride scooters or go karts,
to name just a few options! Thank you so much for your donations and making Ocklynge play so
diverse and meaningful for our children.

Our Platinum Award is a testament to the hard work and commitment made by our staff, local
community, our children and, of course, you — our supporting families. We are now showing ‘best
practice’ to other local schools and will continue to grow and develop OPAL, ready for our current
and, of course, our new children coming this September.

During March we advertised for a teacher for the new school year. We were inundated with tours
and applications for the post. Senior staff have spent two days interviewing shortlisted candidates
and it is a testament to the high esteem our school is held in locally. We will notify you of the new
staff in due course.

As ever, it has been wonderful to see so many of you at our Open Events celebrating leaning this
last week. Year 3 children have developed textile skills and have designed, made then presented
cushions to their families. Tier designs were delightful and showed the real creativity of our children.
Year 4 sampled lots of biscuits and designed their own, sharing their recipes with families. Cooking
over 2000 biscuits is no mean feat! Year 5 have performed music and song for our families and Mrs.
Willats has done an amazing job putting this together as our music teacher this term. A huge thank
you to her and all the 5 learners and teachers.
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Design skills have been honed and in Year 6 our learners have presented their own
handheld skill games to parents, with electrical circuits and buzzers to alert players to
when their hands have not been steady.
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Well done to all of our children and you for your interest and support, we look forward to welcoming
you back into school again next term for more learning exploration and celebration.

Our grounds have been developed over the last few weeks. SUDS (Sustainable Use of Drainage
Systems) have installed planters and gardens to ease drainage at school. The planters are visible
on pathways and outside of the office. Gutters on sheds have been installed with large water butts
now on site. A rain garden has been developed on our ‘Quiet Garden’ which should stop the flooding
on the Turning Circle playground. All of this was a charitable donation to our school, with designs
supported by our learners across years 4 and 5 at Ocklynge - what a fantastic job they have all done!

Events

The school spring Disco events were again well attended. Our PTA (Friends of Ocklynge #FOO)
work hard to ensure these events are successful in raising money for our school and have now
begun a parents’ Lottery. Please sign up if you can. The lottery costs £1 a week with 40p going to
school. There is the opportunity to win big and a separate information sheet has been sent (details
also available on our school news via our ‘Social Card’). Our recent sports mufti day and cake sale
to support our girls’ football team raised - an amazing - £1000, which is staggering! The girls play
their Premier League finals at Molyneux Road Stadium (Wolverhampton Wanderers) next month,
representing Brighton & Hove Albion. We wish them all the luck in the world.

Remember, to stay #Connected to our School News via our school social spaces. All of which have
been updated up until the end of term. Our school ‘Social Card’ will continue to be shared each
month with our current families (and new ready for September!), please continue to share your
child(ren)’s achievements outside of school, we love to celebrate them here in school. You can do
this via your child’s teacher and direct to our trust PR/Comms Lead, Mrs Hamblin,
[[hamblin@sdlt.org.uk] who will be sure to showcase and share. #StayConnected!

| wish you all a very happy Easter. | hope all of our children enjoy their break, ready to come back to
a busy (we have much to look forward to!) Term 5.

Kind regards.

Yours sincerely,

A

v

Paul Reilly
Headteacher
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