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Headteacher Bulletin
June 2025 Edition

Dear Parents & Carers,

Summer has finally arrived, and the busiest terms of the school year have been, and continues to be,
hectic!

May was dominated by Year 6 SATs. Mrs Linzey, our Deputy Headteacher, and | spent a whole week
with the children as they worked incredibly hard, proving all they had learned in Grammar, Reading
and Mathematics. Packing up test papers for 210 children — what a big job! Some days, this meant
the dispatch of over 600 printed papers. Again, a very big job!

That aside, | was extremely proud of how our children conducted themselves throughout. Each
morning, our Year 6 learners had the opportunity to attend a school breakfast, before their SATs began
each day, ensuring their bellies were full and, not only that, but they were also able to come together
and share any concerns that they had or worries that they felt. Again, myself and all of the staff here
were very proud of them all. Thanks to all those parents who volunteered to help us on those mornings,
it was gratefully received by both staff and students.

Further on Year 6, | was lucky to accompany the children to their residential trip in Ashford during the
first week of this term. They were able to take part in rafting, climbing, team games and even a disco!
Taking 160 children away on such a trip is always incredibly rewarding and a great opportunity for the
Year 6 team and senior staff to celebrate our final term together, before they venture on to the next
stage of their educational careers. It is, however, also quite a challenge; especially as some of the
children have never spent more than a night away from the comfort of their home and families! As
ever, the children were very well behaved, and it was a joy to take them away. Some of them (and |
do mean some!) slept at night as well!

We are currently busy preparing for our new cohort of learners in September, with our transition work
and preparations in full swing! Early this term, we welcomed our new parents into school, where they
had the opportunity to make introductions with the Year 3 team and meet their child’s teacher! They
also got to learn more about their child’s start with us ready for September from key staff members and
learn important information about upcoming transition days. All very exciting!
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As ever with the start of a new academic year upon us, new staff joining our team is \@q@w@ﬁ
always most exciting for staff, as well as the children. All of our year groups have now o
been informed of their new class teachers and classrooms and, this week, are also experiencing two
days with their new teachers for the next year. Again, it is a very exciting time for us all and a great
way to prepare for the new academic year ahead of us (2 weeks, 3 days - and counting!).

As always during the summer terms, there has been lots happening across the school in terms of
events and activities. Some of our Year 6 pupils had a very special experience during the month of
June. The pupils are part of a school Science team and took part in an initiative called ‘Mission Space
Lab challenge’, meeting twice a week over a four-month period, tasked with writing computer programs
capable of solving a real scientific task in space: to gather data and calculate the speed of the
International Space Station (ISS) as accurately as possible.

Two of the partaking teams here at Ocklynge managed to get a question selected to pose to a real-life
astronaut online! There were over 1300 teams that who were given a chance to submit a question and
we were one of the lucky 20 who got picked. A fantastic achievement and opportunity for our young
people.

The question was asked to ESA Astronaut Luca Parmitano and we as a whole science club watched
this experience live. The children asked, “What speed does a rocket reach when leaving Earth’s gravity
and what effect does it have on the human body?” Unbelievably, the speed is 75,000mph and the
effect on humans is nothing!

Well done to the students on this incredible achievement, their code was actually used run on the
Internation Space Station last month and all partaking students received certificates showing the exact
day and time their work was used in space; along with the data it generated. An incredible opportunity,
thank you to Miss Brown for supporting these students throughout.

Sticking with the theme of achievements, some of our representing girl’s football team members
recently played in the Premier League Primary Stars finals at Wolves Football Club, Molyneux Road;
this is the second year we have qualified to compete in this national competition, supported by their
coach, Mr Clay. They were grouped with children representing Manchester United, Manchester City,
Bournemouth and Leicester City. The girls did brilliantly throughout the competition, winning two
matches, drawing one and, sadly, losing to Bournemouth. As only group winners moved to the semi-
finals, our girls bowed out and can truly hold their heads up high.
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Well done to both Mr Piercy and Mr Clay for their hard work again this year, continuing \@@mm@ﬁ
to make football accessible and enjoyable for all of our learners no matter age or N
gender! Huge thanks too to Mr Linzey for all the driving (it was a very long day!) and continued support.

Two big Deputy Headteacher successes over the last two terms to share. Mrs Linzey & Mrs Bode took
all our Members of Parliament children to The Palace of Westminster (House of Commons) and to
Westminster Abbey. The children saw where government debates occur and then where many English
monarchs are entombed. Then, very recently, Mrs Bode was invited as a guest speaker on BBC Radio
Sussex, where she was able to talk about our success with OPAL play. A link to the show’s recording
that day has already been shared on our social media platforms, the amazingness starts at 10.11am,
fast forward using BBC Sounds (link on Facebook for June news).

Huge thanks to both of my Deputies for their continued hard work, care and supporting opportunities
that extend beyond the classroom for our children.

There have been many of the children’s achievements that we have celebrates over the course of this
academic year, and we still have a couple of weeks to go! School news will follow, as always, under
separate cover for this month to date; with last communications and final parent bulletin during the last
week before the summer holidays between.

With a new academic year on the horizon, a reminder for our current and soon to be new families,
please do continue to share your child’s successes and achievements with us, they are always a
pleasure to receive and share. We enjoy nothing more than celebrating our children here at
#TeamOcklynge; be it an extra-curricular club, community work, fundraising and much more. Please
continue to share photos and celebrations with our trust PR Communications Lead, Mrs Hamblin
(Ihamblin@sdlt.org.uk), who will then happily publish and share across our community.

We have seen a large number of additional followers over the last two terms, and it would appear that
many of these are new family members. Welcome!

Finally, in the spirit of celebration and community and with transition and our new Year 3 children in
mind, | am delighted to share that myself and Mr Best, Headteacher from Pashley Downs Infant School,
had the opportunity to take part in the trust's #Podcast project. This first episode for us here at
Ocklynge explored the topic of ‘transition’ and how collaboration, trust and shared good practice, is at
the heart of our extensive transition offerings.

| am delighted to share, on behalf of the trust, the link to the episode with you, LINK HERE:
https://lyoutu.be/bb4CdzWRszc please listen and enjoy. Particularly useful for our new families,
perhaps give it a listen and share with our new Year 3 children over the summer holidays.

| wish you and our children here a very fun-filled last few weeks at school. We still have much to
achieve together over the coming couple of week — our annual sports day, year 6 leavers party, final
celebration assemblies to name but a few!
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https://youtu.be/bb4CdzWRszc

Wishing all of our children and restful summer holidays and we look forward to welcoming them all
back in the next academic year.

Kind regards.
Yours sincerely,

Paul Reilly
Headteacher
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