Headteacher Bulletin
September 2025 Edition

Dear Parents & Carers,

So, September is already behind us, and we are well into the Autumn Term. It has been a joy to
welcome our new Year 3 children who have settled very quickly into Ocklynge life. They are again a
mature, engaging and polite cohort who are a total joy to work with. They are focusing their learning
around using maps and satellite photos to identify places and even create their own maps. We hope
that the curriculum letters sent to parents earlier in the month are giving you the information to know
what is being taught in school. [Our Curriculum Maps are also available on the school website here:
https://www.ocklynge.co.uk/curriculum/our-curriculum].

The first month at school has been wonderful, all of our year group children have settled back into
routines beautifully and we are pleased to see their progress this term.

Over the summer break the final school refreshment of tired areas was completed with classrooms
remodelled and walls redecorated. The hall floor was repolished, walls cleaned, two classrooms
were gutted and renewed - what a busy time! The school is looking fantastic, and it is wonderful to
see the children enjoying the refreshed spaces in and around site.

The most exciting move forward was the complete refit of what we now call our #FoodTech lab. Our
PTA have raised thousands of pounds, enabling us to completely rejuvenate the space, including
new flooring, new ovens, sinks, cupboards and cooking equipment. It is quite simply amazing!

A huge thank you to those of you who have attended events, supported us in ice-pop sales and
helped us raise the funds to make your child’s school experience even better. Once again, we
acknowledge the hard work and efforts of our PTA team — thank you! What a difference their efforts
make to our young people. For our new Year 3 families, it's not too late, if you're interested in joining
our brilliant PTA team then be sure to reach out to them (details on our socials, or you can contact
the office team who will pass your details on : office@ocklynge.co.uk).

Our FOO #FriendsOfOcklynge hold several events throughout the year. At the AGM, new faces
appeared who will form the committee of the future! New Year 3 parents were welcomed to a Games
Night in September, last week saw the annual team quiz night, and on October 17" will be the first
school Discos of the year for our children. Be sure to BOOK YOUR TICKETS EARLY, as the Discos
are popular amongst our young people.

Details of tickets and how to purchase them are on the ‘Parent Bulletin’ of October 3™ and, as ever,
shared and circulated via our school news social platforms. November 15™ sees our — ever popular
- annual Fireworks display, which is always very well attended and a safe and vibrant event. Tickets
will be available soon, so watch this space! If you don’t already and you have access to Facebook,
give their page a follow for early ticket release — ‘Friends of Ocklynge’. Again, details available on
our own social platforms.

Ocklynge Junior School, Victoria Drive, Eastbourne BN20 8XN B g
01323 725839 office@ocklynge.co.uk www.ocklynge.co.uk Acfuw@ @QJJA}-@/ O./M.J/ LL(LCQM@


https://www.ocklynge.co.uk/curriculum/our-curriculum
mailto:office@ocklynge.co.uk

\ IO ~ =
X %;_ ? ng’f
e s

As well as all the decoration work, something new and exciting has taken place at school. We have
introduced a new ‘Life Skills Curriculum’ for our children. Outside of our normal academic studies,
all children will now have the opportunity over each term to learn about food, or finances or health
and safety! These are things not usually taught at school, real ‘life skills’ that will further encourage
inquisitive questioning and practical learning amongst our young people. Our children will learn
social skills whilst sitting and eating together, they will learn how to wash up, prepare a table and
clean up afterwards. I’'m sure for many of you that will be music to your ears!

Children will also learn to answer questions such as ‘How do | use the emergency services? ‘How do
| open a bank account?’ ‘How do | wash clothes with a machine?’ ‘How do | cook with pasta and
make a sauce?’ ‘What is credit and debit?’ ‘How do | stay safe on a beach?’ ‘How do | cook an
omelette?’ ‘How do | know what time a bus is and where it goes?’ ‘How do | cook with pizza dough?’
‘How do | earn money and pay for things?’ Or ‘How do herbs change the taste of foods?’

For more information about our #LifeCurriculum, photos and a new #Podcast episode will follow
regularly on our school socials. Watch this space!

As we did last year, each half term, every class will invite parents to an Open Event to share the
learning going on in class. The children may share their books; it could be a creative workshop or
even a performance. Each teacher will alert parents to the day and timing of their event. These are
often in the last week of a term. With 23 classes these will obviously need to be on different times
and days. We are trying to be sympathetic to those of you with twins and hope not to always clash
with the other twin’s class. Keep an eye out for the details.

This year at school we are focusing on the way that we teach maths to our children. Teachers are
using lots of resources to support learning and for some children you will get separate information
about access to digital resources to help support learning at home.

We are again using books for homework that support both maths and grammar. Children will be given
pages to complete at different times that further support the learning occurring in class. Whilst teachers
will not mark these individually, they are investigated for completion. Children can check their own
answers or parents can mark the answers for them — we certainly encourage this. Afterall, we learn
from errors and discussing where we went wrong.

As ever, thank you all for your continuing interest and support of our school. Your children truly are a

credit to you all and it’s our pleasure to work with them. | shall be in touch with you all again with more
updates at the beginning of November.

Kind regards.

Yours sincerely,

A
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Paul Reilly
Headteacher
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