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Y5 Term 3 Curriculum 2026
Dear Y5 Parents/Carers,

Happy New Year! | hope you had the chance to spend some quality time with your
children during the two-week break. You will recall that our learning is now based all
around ‘Big Questions’, children researching and having hands on experiences. Below
is an outline of the questions that your child will be learning to answer over the next
few weeks. We hope that this gives you information on what’'s happening in school
but also allow you to support, research and enhance understanding at home.

As readers, all Year 5 children will be diving into Coming to England by Floella
Benjamin, an inspiring and heartfelt autobiographical text. This powerful book
chronicles the remarkable story of Floella's life, beginning with her childhood
experiences in Trinidad and the challenges and triumphs of her journey to England.

In maths lessons, we follow a mastery approach. This means we immerse children in
and broaden their mathematical understanding before moving on. Our main focus will
be on multiplication with a focus the properties of numbers - multiples, factors, prime
numbers, squared numbers and cubed numbers. and division. The fractions unit will
focus on comparing and ordering fractions whose denominators are all multiples of the
same number. Finally, there will be a unit on geometry with a focus on using the
properties of rectangles to deduce related facts and finding missing lengths and
angles.

As scientists, we will explore the question 'If matter can change, can it be changed
back?' Through this enquiry, we will investigate physical and chemical changes,
focusing on whether these changes are reversible or irreversible. Additionally, we will
learn about the work of Marie Curie and her significant contributions to science.

This term, we are learning to be geographers. Our Big Question for Term 3 is, 'How
do people survive in hostile lands and how can Antarctica be a desert when it’s the
coldest place on Earth?' We will explore where deserts are located around the world
and how plants and people adapt to life in hot deserts. We will debate which is more
important: lines of latitude or longitude and examine how the climate is changing at
the ice caps. Finally, we will investigate how to protect your home if you live on a
floodplain.

In RE, we ask, 'What does it mean if Christians believe God is holy and loving?' We
will explore the story of Moses and the 10 Commandments. In PSHE, we are asking,
'How can you make dreams come true?' We will investigate jobs and careers and how
to achieve the dream job. In Art, we ask, 'How can painting show texture?' We will
examine works by Van Gogh.




During our Spanish lessons, we will continue to develop our vocabulary by learning all
about me - using different greetings, saying our age and learning phrases for our
personal and physical descriptions.

In music lessons, through the questions ‘Can | use technology to record music that
pictures a river’s journey? and ‘Can | create a musical collage?’, the children will listen
to Smetana’s Vitava to identify musical features describing a river’s journey. They will
create their own music using Dance eJay samples, draw what they hear and use
school sounds to create motifs, which they will then structure into a complete piece.

There will be two PE sessions a week. PE coaches will teach handball on Wednesday
afternoons, and the other session, led by the class teacher, will focus on dance.

At the start of the term, we will focus on online safety. The children will learn how
teasing can be perceived as bullying, explore helplines for support and understand the
impact of technology on health. They will also discover strategies for healthy tech use
and the importance of balancing online health information with guidance from trusted
adults.

We hope this information gives you a clear and ongoing overview of what your child
will be learning at school, helping you stay connected with their educational journey.




