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HEADTEACHER BULLETIN      

JANUARY 2026 Edition  

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

2026 is already a month old, and around the grounds the first daffodils and tulips are beginning to 

raise their heads. Spring feels only a few short weeks away! The new year has been a calm and 

purposeful one, with children settled into their learning and diving into new areas of science and 

geography. 

 

Our #TeamYear 3 children have been exploring volcanoes and earthquakes and considering their 

impact on human communities. #TeamYear 4 have been investigating why jungles are so wet and 

deserts so dry. #TeamYear5 continue this theme by learning how Antarctica can be both a desert 

and the coldest place on Earth. Meanwhile, our #TeamYear6 learners are studying how climate 

change is affecting our planet. 

 

I look forward to welcoming many of you into school at our Open Events for each class at the end of 

term early this month, an opportunity for you to explore your child’s learning throughout this term.  

Our learners enjoy the opportunity to welcome you all into their classrooms and share their subject 

learning.  Thank you to the many of you that attend these open events, it is greatly appreciated by 

both staff and children.  

 

Thank you for your understanding, empathy, and support 

 

While the start of the term brought positive learning and calm routines, we have also shared a very 

sad moment as a school community, following the passing of one of our children. I have been 

incredibly moved by the compassion shown by so many families. Two areas in school have become 

gentle spaces filled with flowers, gifts, thoughts, and memories; your kindness has been profoundly 

felt. 

 

Our Crazy Hair Day last Friday was a wonderful success, with our children showing incredible 

creativity and enthusiasm throughout the day. Thanks to the fantastic support and generosity of our 

parents and carers, we are delighted to share that an amazing £1,500 was raised. This will go 

towards a memorial buddy bench — a lasting way to honour Rocco’s time with us and provide a 

place of comfort for others. We are truly grateful to everyone who contributed.  Thank you.  
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Life Skills continues to be a vibrant part of school life 

 

This term, #TeamYear6 are learning the very practical (and much-needed) skill of ‘sewing on a 

Button’. #TeamYear 5 are working on ‘budgeting’ within our #MarketGarden, carefully pricing seeds 

they will plant, germinate, and grow, supporting bees and pollinating insects later in the year. 

 

South Downs Learning Trust – our family of schools!  

 

#TeamYear 5 have also had two exciting experiences this month: a chemistry lesson at our trust 

(*South Downs Learning Trust) secondary school, #TeamRatton, and a trip to The Royal 

Hippodrome Theatre to watch Ratton’s production of ‘The Addams Family – School Edition’. Both 

visits were thoroughly enjoyed by staff and children alike.  Thank you #TeamRatton!  [*For more 

information about our trust, and our family of schools, and community partners, you can check out 

the trust website here: www.sdlt.org.uk]. 

 

#TeamOcklynge Sports Achievements  

 

Our sporting teams have once again made us very proud. Both our boys’ and girls’ football teams 

celebrated success this month. 

 

The boys’ team won the prestigious #CollingsCup, awarded to the champions of the Eastbourne 

Schools Football League, a competition with deep roots stretching back to 1964. Ocklynge’s name 

appears many times across the trophy, with our heritage in this league going back to its early years 

when St Mary’s Junior School (later becoming Ocklynge!) first lifted it in 1965 – check out the photo 

below! 

 

On the same day, our girls’ team were crowned champions of the Eastbourne Schools Girls’ 

Football League, securing the #WayneField Memorial Trophy, named in honour of the late Mr 

Wayne Field, a much-loved local primary PE teacher from Langney Primary School. 

 

We are incredibly proud of every child who participated, a huge congratulations to all involved. 

 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. Your children bring energy, curiosity, and warmth 

into school each day, and it remains a privilege to work with them.  
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I hope to see many of you at our upcoming class Open Events. 

 

With my very best wishes,  

 

 

 

 

Paul Reilly 

Headteacher 


