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Y5 Term 1 Curriculum 2025
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Dear Year 5 Parents/Carers,

Welcome back to school, a new year group and a new school year. At Ocklynge, our
learning is centred around ‘Big’ questions, with children engaging in research and
hands-on experiences. Below is an outline of the questions that your child will be
learning to answer over the next few weeks. We hope this provides you with
information about what's happening in school and also enables you to support,
research and enhance understanding at home.

As readers, all Year 5 children will be reading Wonder by R.J. Palacio. As writers, we
will learn how to write dialogues, write from a different character’s perspective and
persuade others through reading and writing book reviews. Feel free to read Wonder
at home with your child.

In maths lessons we will continue to build on prior knowledge through our spiral
curriculum approach, which means we regularly revisit key mathematical topics with
increasing depth and complexity. Our main focus will be on place value (what a
number represents and what each digit is worth), with a strong emphasis on addition
and subtraction. The children will tackle reasoning and problem-solving activities, as
well as pure arithmetic.

As scientists, we will be answering ‘Why don’t | fall off the bottom of the world?’
(gravity, mass, and forces) and ‘What makes objects go faster or slow down?’ (air
resistance, friction and forces). We will learn about the work of Sir Isaac Newton and
the astronomer Galileo Galilei.

We are learning to be geographers. Our Big Question for Term 1 is, ‘Why do so many
people live in megacities?” We will explore what a megacity is, where they are located
in the world, why they are often situated by rivers and then examine the common
features of New York and London. Finally, we will explore the pros and cons of living
in a megacity.

In RE, we ask, ‘Creation and Science: conflicting or complementary?’ and will explore
what science may have changed about faith beliefs. In PSHE, we are asking ‘What is
my place in the class?’ before learning about rewards and sanctions and considering
how our behaviour affects our friends. As artists, we are asking ‘How do we represent
the land around us?’ (landscapes) and we will be learning about and examining the
artwork of David Hockney.

In music lessons, we will start learning to play the ukulele. Through the question ‘Can
| play a stringed instrument?’ we will learn the parts of the ukulele, the open string
names, how to identify higher and lower pitches and different strumming patterns.




This half-term pupils will revisit vocabulary related to family members and consolidate
what was learnt about family last academic year. Specifically, children will develop
skills of description by describing who they have in their family, or an imaginary family,
as well as some of the characteristics of their family members.

There will be two PE sessions a week. PE coaches will be teaching the game of netball
on Wednesday afternoons, and the other session, which will be led by the class
teacher at some point during the week, will focus on wellbeing.

At the start of each term, we focus on online safety. We will begin by learning and
agreeing to the online safety rules. We will then talk about our online identity, how
people can represent themselves in different ways online and why we should be
careful about whom we trust online. During computing sessions, we will answer ‘What
exactly is the internet?’ Children will learn about networks and the secure internet.
They will explore the World Wide Web, understanding content ownership and creation.
They will also evaluate online content for accuracy and reliability.

We hope this information gives you a clear picture of what your child will be learning
at school and we very much look forward to sharing the results with you during our
open event towards the end of Term 1. Look out for a separate email regarding this
event.

We look forward to working alongside you this year.

Mrs Linzey and the Year 5 team.




