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Dear Parents & Carers,

This term continues to be full of important milestones and memorable experiences for our children,
particularly for Year 6, who had a significant last term, and exciting few weeks ahead.

Year 6 SATs and Residential

During last term, many of our Year 6 children completed their SATs assessments. | would like to take
this opportunity to say how incredibly proud we are of the way they approached the week. SATs are
a series of formal assessments that ask children to draw together all they have learned over the
course of Key Stage 2, and our learners tackled them with focus, maturity and resilience.

Across the week, the children completed assessments in grammar, spelling, reading and
mathematics. These tests, although they do not define the full brilliance of our young people, are
focused conditions for primary-aged children, requiring concentration, perseverance and confidence
in all they have learned over the past four years. The children rose to that challenge admirably, and
the conduct shown by Year 6 throughout the week was excellent. They have been a credit to
themselves, to their families and to the school.

To round off the week, the children enjoyed some time together outdoors on the Friday, with a well-
earned moment to relax and celebrate all they had achieved. Well done to them all, and to all of our
staff team who supported them throughout.

Staying with Year 6, beginning a new and final term, attention turns quickly to another memorable
experience, their residential visit to Kingswood in Ashford, Kent. Close to 200 children are taking part,
where they will enjoy a few days filled with adventure, teamwork and shared experiences, including
activities such as canoeing, water rafting, den-building and a range of outdoor games and
challenges. The Year 6 residential trip is always special, not only because of the activities
themselves, but because they help children grow in confidence, independence and friendship. We
hope they all have a wonderful time and return with many happy memories; I'm certainly looking
forward to joining them all.

Life Skills in Action

Our Life Skills Curriculum continues to provide our children with valuable knowledge and practical
understanding that reaches beyond the classroom. Last term, learners from across the year groups
were learning about money, including the difference between ‘debit’ and ‘credit’, as well as thinking
carefully about how money is earned, spent and managed responsibly.

Alongside this, children have been exploring enterprise through a seed project, designing seed
packets and selling them in order to understand how profit can be made from an initial investment.
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These are important early lessons in financial awareness, but they are also helping children to think
creatively, solve problems and work collaboratively. Well done to them all, and to Miss Kelly for
leading the on this important topic!

This learning also links closely with the redevelopment of the area at the front of the school near the
main reception/office. Children have been preparing the ground, weeding and digging, and will now
begin planting the seeds they have grown. We hope that, as the weeks ahead progress, this area will
begin to flourish and provide a warm and welcoming first impression for all who visit Ocklynge.
Watch this space for updates across our school news.

Transition to Secondary School

At this point in the year, it is very natural for families of Year 6 children to begin thinking more closely
about transition to secondary school. In recent weeks, | have had the opportunity to spend time at
Ratton School, alongside members of the senior leadership team there, visiting lessons and seeing
school life in action.

What stood out immediately was the quality of behaviour, the engagement of the students and the
calm, purposeful atmosphere for learning. It was a pleasure to see, and particularly heartening to be
reminded how strongly Ocklynge children are recognised when they move on. During one visit, | met
a young man whose manner, confidence and articulacy were instantly familiar, and it came as no
surprise to learn that the child had attended Ocklynge. That was a proud moment, and a reminder
that our young people leave us well prepared for the next stage of their education and the strength of
our trust community across South Downs Learning Trust.

No matter which school our learners will go on to, we know that transition can bring a mixture of
excitement and uncertainty for children and families alike, but we are confident that our Year 6
learners are ready for what lies ahead. They carry with them the values, habits and attitudes that
have helped them thrive here, and they will take those qualities into the next chapter of their school
journey.

Year 3 & 6 Transition Key Dates

We are looking forward to supporting our children through the next stage of their transition journey.
Please see the key dates below:

1. Transition Dates: Tuesday, 30" June & Wednesday, 15t July - Years 3 & 6
2. New Year 3 Parent Information Meeting — Tuesday, 16" June, morning and evening

sessions available (9:30AM and 6PM).

Further information (if not already) will be shared with families in the usual way.
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Final Reflections and Looking Ahead

As we move further into the final part of the academic year, there is much for our children to look
forward to. For Year 6 in particular, this is a special and significant term, one filled with important
milestones, memorable experiences and the gradual preparation for life beyond Ocklynge. From
SATs, to residential, to transition, this period marks an important closing chapter in their primary
journey, and we are proud to be supporting them through it.

At the same time, school life continues in the rich and varied way that makes Ocklynge such a
special place to learn and grow. Across the site, children are continuing to develop academically,
socially and personally, whether through classroom learning, outdoor experiences, creative
opportunities or the many wider moments that shape their time with us.

As one cohort begins to prepare for what comes next, we are also beginning to look ahead to those
who will soon be joining our school community. Transition is always an important part of the summer
term, and we look forward in due course to welcoming our new Year 3 children and families as they
begin their own Ocklynge journey with us.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support, encouragement and partnership. The strength of
any school lies in the relationship between home and school, and we are grateful for the role you play

in helping your children approach each day with confidence, readiness and pride.

With my very best wishes,

A
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Paul Reilly
Headteacher
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