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Dear Parents & Carers,

As we reach the end of another academic year, | find myself reflecting with immense pride on all
that our children, staff and families have achieved together over the past twelve months. Term 6
is always one of the busiest and most purposeful periods of the school year, bringing together
celebrations, transitions, special events and opportunities to look ahead. This year has been no
exception.

While there is always much excitement around the final weeks of the summer term, it is also a
time for reflection. We celebrate how far our children have come, the milestones they have
reached, the friendships they have built, and the resilience, determination and character they
have shown throughout the year. This term has provided many opportunities to do exactly that,
whilst also preparing for the exciting opportunities that lie ahead in September.

Transition and Looking Ahead

The beginning of this month saw two of the most important days in our school calendar as we
welcomed our new Year 3 children into Ocklynge and supported our Year 6 learners as they
attended their secondary school transition days.

It was a genuine pleasure to see our new Year 3 cohort begin their Ocklynge journey. Across the
two days, the children met their new teachers, spent time in their classrooms and began learning
about the routines, expectations and values that make #TeamOcklynge such a special community.
Their enthusiasm, curiosity and positivity were evident from the moment they arrived.

We have no doubt that they will become valued members of our school family, and we cannot wait
to welcome them officially in September. For many children, starting a new school is a significant
milestone, but seeing their excitement, confidence and eagerness to get started reminds us just
how special those first steps can be. A very warm Ocklynge welcome awaits them!

At the same time, our Year 6 children enjoyed a brilliant couple of days at their chosen secondary
schools. We have received some extremely positive feedback regarding their conduct, sense of
responsibility, attitude and engagement, and we know that they will go on to achieve great things
as they begin the next stage of their educational journeys.

Our South Downs Learning Trust secondary school, Ratton School, has spent a considerable
amount of time in Ocklynge over the past two terms as part of its extensive transition programme.
Their staff have worked closely with our children, helping to build confidence, answer questions
and ensure everyone feels ready for September.
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It was particularly heartwarming to hear how much our learners appreciated the support provided
by Ratton’s transition buddies, many of whom are former Ocklynge learners from last year's Year 6
cohort. Familiar faces, shared experiences and common ground proved invaluable in helping our
children feel reassured and excited about what comes next. We thank them sincerely for their
support and kindness.

Term 6 Highlights
As ever, Term 6 has been filled with enriching experiences and memorable events.

Earlier this term, some of our Year 5 and Year 6 learners enjoyed visiting Ratton School’s
Mathematics Probability Fair, hosted by their Year 7 students. The event provided children with an
exciting opportunity to explore mathematical thinking through practical challenges and interactive
activities. It was wonderful to see the enthusiasm and confidence with which our children
approached the tasks.

For Year 6, the annual residential visit provided another unforgettable highlight. The children
represented Ocklynge impeccably throughout the trip and it was a joy to see them embracing
every opportunity, challenging themselves and, most importantly, enjoying time together. As one
of their final opportunities to create collective memories before leaving us, the trip held special
significance, and the smiles throughout the week said it all.

Back at school, children who did not attend the residential enjoyed their own programme of
exciting activities, including a visit to the beautiful Berwick Church for arts and crafts, alongside a
variety of fun experiences and activities in school.

Across the year groups, we have also been treated to a showcase of musical talent through a series
of assemblies and performances. Our young musicians and singers have been outstanding
throughout the year, demonstrating remarkable confidence, commitment and skill. A special thank
you goes to Mrs Willats, alongside our visiting music tutors, for the encouragement and expertise
they provide to help our children flourish.

The final weeks of Year 6 are always particularly special, and this year has been no different.

Children have enjoyed a range of traditional Ocklynge events, including tug of war competitions,
the Ock World Cup, the ever-popular staff versus student football fixture, and the Year 6 Summer
Fair, which they proudly hosted for all year groups.

Most recently, our Year 6 Summer Party proved to be a wonderful success, providing children with
an opportunity to celebrate together and create memories that will last for years to come. Events
such as these do not happen without considerable support, and | would like to extend my sincere
thanks to all staff, families and volunteers who helped make these occasions so special.
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More broadly, | would also like to thank our entire parent and carer community for their continued
support of fundraising events throughout the year. Your generosity directly benefits children across
every year group and helps us provide additional opportunities and experiences that enrich school
life.

This term has also seen children continue to benefit from a range of curriculum-linked educational
visits.

Year 3 enjoyed their annual trip to Wakehurst Place, while Year 5 visited the beautiful Cuckmere
Valley. These experiences bring classroom learning to life, helping children deepen their
understanding through exploration, enquiry and real-world connections.

We have also welcomed many parents and carers into school through our open classroom events.
These opportunities allow families to spend time with their children, meet teachers and celebrate
the hard work, progress and achievements that have taken place throughout the term. Thank you
for continuing to support these events; your presence means a great deal to the children and helps
reinforce the importance of celebrating effort and success together.

This year has marked a full and successful academic year for our Life Skills curriculum, an initiative
that continues to grow from strength to strength.

Children across the school have developed practical skills through gardening, harvesting, cooking,
enterprise projects, financial education and much more. These experiences help build confidence,
independence and valuable knowledge that extends beyond the classroom. We hope you feel the
benefits of them at home!

A huge thank you must go to Miss Kelly for leading this initiative with such enthusiasm, commitment
and creativity. The positive impact on our children has been evident throughout the year.

Our annual Sports Days for both lower and upper phase children were once again hugely successful
occasions, supported by large numbers of enthusiastic families and friends.

Congratulations to this year's winning classes:

o #Class3L
o #Class4B
e #Class5H
o #Class6L

Keeping with sport and physical activity, | am also delighted to share that Ocklynge has been awarded
the Gold School Games Mark this term.

Achieving Gold recognition reflects the dedication and commitment of our children, staff and wider
school community in ensuring that sport and physical activity remain an important and valued part
of school life.
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A particular thank you goes to Mr Clay, our Curriculum Lead, alongside all staff who have contributed
to this achievement throughout the year. Most importantly, well done to our wonderful children,
whose enthusiasm and participation have made this award possible.

You can read our full Press Release here: https://www.sussexexpress.co.uk/vyour-world/ocklynge-
junior-school-learners-scoop-top-honours-at-child-of-sussex-awards-8806320

Special Shout-Out & Achievement

This term, a special spotlight falls upon two remarkable members of our school community: Harrison
(Year 5) and Beau (Year 6).

Both children were recognised at the Child of Sussex Awards, organised by More Radio, which
celebrate young people who make a positive difference through their character, determination and
contribution to their communities.

Harrison and Beau were nominated in recognition of the resilience, positivity and commitment they
demonstrate every day as valued members of our school. | am delighted to share that both children
came away as award winners.

Supported on the evening by Mrs Bode, Deputy Headteacher, Miss Carlton, Inclusion Manager, and
their families, they represented Ocklynge wonderfully. We are incredibly proud of both of them.

You can read the full Press Release article here: https://www.sussexexpress.co.uk/your-
world/ocklynge-junior-school-achieves-prestigious-gold-school-games-mark-award-8811086

We have also celebrated countless personal achievements across the school this year, both inside
and outside the classroom. Whether through sporting accomplishments, musical successes,
charitable initiatives or personal goals, it has been a privilege to share and celebrate these
achievements with our community.

Please continue to let us know about your child's successes over the summer holidays. If your child
achieves something special to them, whether that is a personal challenge, fundraising effort,
sporting accomplishment or community contribution, please do get in touch with our Trust PR and
Communications Lead, Mrs Lucie Hamblin, who will be delighted to help us share those celebrations
ahead of our return in September. [lhamblin@sdlt.org.uk].

On behalf of the school, thank you to Mrs Hamblin for her continued efforts in capturing and sharing
the many positive stories that help bring #TeamOcklynge to life across our communication channels.

Final Reflections

As this academic year draws to a close, | would like to offer my sincere thanks to everyone who
contributes to making Ocklynge such a special place.
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To my staff team, Mrs Bode and Mrs Linzey, our senior leadership team, Heads of Year, teachers and
brilliant support staff and wider PTA colleagues, thank you for your dedication, professionalism and
unwavering commitment to our children.

Most importantly, thank you to our children. Every academic year brings challenges, successes,
moments of growth and opportunities to learn. Throughout it all, our learners continue to impress
us with their kindness, determination, resilience and enthusiasm. They are the reason we do what
we do, and they make Ocklynge a school we are immensely proud of.

And finally, thank you to our families. The partnership between home and school remains one of the
greatest strengths of our community, and the support you provide makes an enormous difference to
the experiences and outcomes of our children.

As we close another successful year, we do so with pride in what has been achieved, gratitude for
the journey we have shared together, and excitement for what lies ahead.

| wish all of our children, families and staff a restful, happy and memory-filled summer holiday.

Keep making those memories, keep being brilliant, and we look forward to welcoming you all back
in September.

Until then, #TeamOcklynge...

With my very best wishes,

A

/7

Paul Reilly
Headteacher
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